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pioneers of our progress whose bloodied
journeys marshaled unprecedented
faith and birthed a new nation of rad-
ical inclusion.

Bless these sons and daughters of
promise gathered in this, the people’s
House. Let them reach higher for
crowns of conscience to exemplify com-
passion and bring from their districts
to their desks sharp pencils that carve
on their hearts the faces of freedom
that they represent.

Let this House be an incubator for
our best ideals, not a prison for our
poorest politics.

Let these heroes and sheroes of the
people’s House summon the intellec-
tual imagination and intuitive naviga-
tion to serve bolder together and break
through the ideological gridlock that
arrests the potential of our great Re-
public.

Let these innovators of cooperation
and builders of the beloved community
reunite these States of America and
lead the way for a world that works for
all.

This is enough. In the name of a love
supreme we pray, and so it is.

Amen.

————
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Michigan (Mr. TROTT) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. TROTT led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

WELCOMING REVEREND KEVIN
KITRELL ROSS

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentleman from California (Mr.
BERA) is recognized for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. BERA. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased
to introduce the House to our guest
chaplain, Reverend Kevin Kitrell Ross,

Senior Minister of Unity of Sac-
ramento.
Kevin is regarded as a respected

interfaith social justice leader, com-
mitted to building bridges of under-
standing and cooperation across race,
culture, class, and religious lines.
Whether in his role leading one of the
Nation’s most diverse and integrated
congregations, conducting diversity
and implicit bias trainings, or being an
outspoken activist for healing the cri-
sis between law enforcement and com-
munities of color, Kevin is dedicated to
strengthening communities through
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dialogue, direct encounter, and edu-
cation.

A South Side of Chicago native,
Kevin is a Morehouse College graduate,
a senior fellow of the American Leader-
ship Forum, a member of the Interfaith
Council of Sacramento, and a three-
time delegate to the Parliament of the
World’s Religions.

Kevin and his wife, Anita, have three
children and reside in Elk Grove, Cali-
fornia. Anita is the founder of Women
for Equality. They are both committed
to building a world that works for all.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to
join me in welcoming Reverend Kevin
Ross and thank him for offering to-
day’s opening prayer in the U.S. House
of Representatives.

RECOGNIZING THE NORA SANDIGO
CHILDREN FOUNDATION

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
would like to recognize the Nora
Sandigo Children Foundation, a non-
profit organization in my home city of
Miami, working around the clock to
serve Kkids in our community who have
been separated from their parents by
deportation.

I have known Nora, the founder of
this organization, for many years, and
I have seen firsthand her true passion
for ensuring the well-being of these
children. Through the support of do-
nors and volunteers, this organization
is able to provide assistance in the
form of food, clothing, educational pro-
grams, legal advice, and many other
vital services.

This week, Nora will be visiting our
Nation’s Capital, with a delegation of
50 children from Florida, to advocate
for the restructuring of our immigra-
tion policies so that the kids for whom
she cares, who are as American as you
and I, don’t have to grow up apart from
their parents.

Mr. Speaker, our Nation must do
right for these children, and I urge my
colleagues in Congress and the admin-
istration to work together so that we
can have an immigration system that
reflects our Nation’s compassion and
provides a solution that is fair and just
to everyone.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
ROGERS of Kentucky). The Chair will
entertain up to 15 further requests for
1-minute speeches on each side of the
aisle.

————
CONGRESS MUST RESTORE THE

FULL PROTECTIONS OF THE
VOTING RIGHTS ACT NOW

(Mr. BROWN of Maryland asked and
was given permission to address the
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House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. BROWN of Maryland. Mr. Speak-
er, last year’s Presidential election was
the first in 50 years without the full
protections of the Voting Rights Act.
What was the result?

Fourteen States had new voting re-
strictions, including strict voter ID,
cuts to same-day registration and early
voting, and fewer polling places. This
suppressed the vote, particularly
among voters of color and in poor com-
munities, and had a major impact in
close races in North Carolina, Virginia,
and Florida, according to the Brennan
Center for Justice.

The Voting Rights Act once enjoyed
bipartisan support, and Congress
should, once again, come together to
modernize the law and respond to the
Supreme Court’s objections. Yet de-
spite calls to pass legislation for the
past 4 years, nothing has happened.

Voting is a right, not a privilege, and
there is no debating that point.

The Founders in Philadelphia,
women at Seneca Falls, and marchers
in Selma all recognized the power of
the vote. When we protect the rights of
voters to make their choices, whatever
they may be, we do our part to build a
more perfect union.

We can’t wait for the next election.
Congress must restore the full protec-
tions of the Voting Rights Act now.

——————

TIME TO BAN TOURIST TRAVEL
TO NORTH KOREA

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, Otto Warmbier was a shining
example of what American families
hope for sons and daughters: intellectu-
ally curious, interested in the world,
and bright. Sadly, Otto was murdered
by the North Korean dictatorship. By
imprisoning him under sham charges,
the Communist totalitarian North Ko-
rean regime is clearly responsible for
his death.

Otto’s story highlights the brutality
of the North Korean murderers, one
that wrongfully imprisons American
citizens and uses them as bargaining
chips in an effort to gain attention on
the world stage. It is past time we
strongly restrict tourist travel to this
Potemkin atrocity.

I am grateful to have introduced bi-
partisan legislation, with Congressman
ADAM SCHIFF, that would enable the
Treasury Department to regulate trav-
el to North Korea through licenses, and
no licenses would be able to be granted
for tourist travel. Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee Chairman ED ROYCE has been
instrumental for legislative success.

We will be most successful defeating
brutality by denying the dictatorship
any source of income and depriving it
of the opportunity to use innocent
Americans like UVA student Otto
Warmbier as hostages.
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